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These guides are only possible thanks to the generosity of the brilliant photographers who have 
allowed their images to be used. Special mention must be given to Malcolm Storey and Steven Falk, 
whose photo collections form the backbone for most of the species guides:

Malcolm Storey’s BioImages website – Steven Falk’s photo collections on Flickr

Other photographers included in this guide are Bj.schoenmakers, Janet Graham, Nigel Jones, Paul 
Kitchener and Tony Davis. Thanks also to Simon Knott for pointing out some additional identification 
features.

Males are shown first, one page for each species, then females. The pages for males include 
distribution maps taken from the recording scheme’s provisional atlas (Harvey 2017).

As far as possible, these guides show features that can be seen on live insects in the field, or are likely 
to be visible in photographs. For comprehensive identification keys and species accounts see British 
soldierflies and their allies, by Alan Stubbs and Martin Drake. See also the recording scheme’s 
additional notes to accompany the Stubbs and Drake keys.

For lots more information on soldierflies and allies go to the recording scheme website, Twitter page 
or Facebook group.

For lots more information and events, and to support the study and conservation of flies, please 
consider joining Dipterists Forum.

Identifying soldierflies and allies:
Nemotelus soldierflies

The Soldierflies and Allies Recording 
Scheme is part of Dipterists Forum

The Soldierflies and Allies Recording 
Scheme is supported by the UKCEH 
Biological Records Centre

Records wanted!
Once you have identified your 

fly, please let the recording 
scheme have the details!

Add to iRecord or send to the 
recording scheme so that we 

can share the records for 
conservation and research.

https://www.bioimages.org.uk/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/collections/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/soldierflies-and-allies/atlas
http://www.benhs.org.uk/publications/british-soldierflies-and-their-allies-second-edition/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/soldierflies-and-allies/ID_notes
https://www.brc.ac.uk/soldierflies-and-allies
https://twitter.com/SoldierfliesRS
https://www.facebook.com/groups/633973796697869/
https://www.dipterists.org.uk/
https://www.dipterists.org.uk/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/soldierflies-and-allies/records


Recognising the genus: Nemotelus

males have eyes 
meeting on top 

of the head

The genus Nemotelus contains four small species, all quite similar in shape, with distinctly pointed ‘snouts’. The 
species have differing amounts of dark and pale markings, and subtle differences in the shape of the head. 
They are all between 3mm and 5.5mm long, with N. nigrinus at the smaller end of that range.

Males and females have differing identification features, so always check the eyes to see which sex you have.

All the species are fairly widespread in wetlands, but N. notatus and N. uliginosus
are mostly restricted to the coast, although they can be found inland where 
conditions are suitable (e.g. where there are brine pits or other saline influences).

© Steven Falk

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

females have a wide 
gap between eyes 
on top of the head

pointed 
‘snout’

no spines on 
scutellum



Nemotelus nigrinus (All-black Snout) - MALE

© Steven Falk

vein R4+5 
not forked

body entirely 
dark

© Steven Falk

Steven Falk 
link

© Nigel Jones

Nigel Jones 
link

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157632909273436/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/insectman/9192471310/


Nemotelus notatus (Flecked Snout) - MALE

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

vein R4+5 
forked

tergite 3 with prominent 
dark spot that may 
reach hind margin

© Steven Falk

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

BioImages
link

Steven Falk 
link

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

profile flat 
across antennae

sides of thorax 
with white 

wedge mark

sternites 
black, at 

least at sides

https://www.bioimages.org.uk/html/r165098.htm?1
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157632909266070/


Nemotelus pantherinus (Fen Snout) - MALE

vein R4+5 
forked

sides of thorax nearly 
all black, often with 
narrow white line

© Steven Falk

Steven Falk 
link

© Steven Falk © Steven Falk

© Bj.schoenmakers
/ Wikimedia

Wikimedia 
link

sternites 
mostly 
white

‘knees’ 
white

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157632905134481/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nemotelus_pantherinus_(Stratiomyidae_sp.),_Elst_(Gld),_the_Netherlands_-_2.jpg


Nemotelus uliginosus (Barred Snout) - MALE

vein R4+5 
forked

sides of thorax with 
white wedge mark

Steven Falk 
link

© Steven Falk
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BioImages
link
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tergite 3 
often white

profile angled 
at antennae

© Malcolm Storey / BioImages

tergite 3 
sometimes with 
small dark spot 
at front margin

iRecord 
link

© Tony 
Davis

sternites 
black, at 

least at sides

‘knees’ 
yellowish-brown

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157632905121103/
https://www.bioimages.org.uk/html/r165122.htm?1
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/record-details?occurrence_id=12334621


© Steven Falk

© Steven Falk

© Janet Graham

Nemotelus nigrinus (All-black Snout) - FEMALE

vein R4+5 
not forked

body entirely 
dark

Janet 
Graham link

Steven Falk 
link

https://www.flickr.com/photos/130093583@N04/16863915344/in/photolist-f1iPsE-rGcYv7-dXvA6g-dXBfJA-T8GZq9-T8GZku-e2X6qv-SVnEK9-e33Mrd
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157632909273436/


© Steven Falk

short, wedge-
shaped white 

markings

snub-
nosed face

Nemotelus notatus (Flecked Snout) - FEMALE

BioImages
link

Steven Falk 
link

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

vein R4+5 
forked

sides of thorax with 
white wedge mark

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

See final page for 
comparison with 

N. uliginosus

white line along edge 
of abdomen usually 

joins to pale hind 
margins of segments

https://www.bioimages.org.uk/html/r165099.htm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157632909266070/


face 
entirely 

black

Nemotelus pantherinus (Fen Snout) - FEMALE

Steven Falk 
link

© Steven Falk

sides of thorax nearly 
all black, often with 
narrow white line

© Janet Graham

Janet 
Graham link

vein R4+5 
forked

pale spots on 
abdomen

white line along 
edge of abdomen 

more-or-less straight

at some angles light can reflect from 
the head and make it look as if it has 

spots, leading to confusion with other 
species, e.g. N. uliginosus – always 
check the other ID features as well

© Paul Kitchener 
/ iRecord

© Paul Kitchener 
/ iRecord

iRecord link

(this individual 
has the proboscis 
extended to feed)

(proboscis)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157632905134481/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130093583@N04/17486444055/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/record-details?occurrence_id=12794781


© Steven Falk

Nemotelus uliginosus (Barred Snout) - FEMALE

Steven Falk 
link

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

BioImages
link

© Steven Falk

© Steven Falk

long, bar-
shaped white 

markings

face 
elongate

vein R4+5 
forked

sides of thorax with 
white wedge mark

See next page for 
comparison with 

N. notatus

white line along edge 
of abdomen with 
jagged serrations

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157632905121103/
https://www.bioimages.org.uk/html/r165121.htm?1


© Steven Falk

N. notatus

in comparison

N.uliginosus
(females)

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages

© Steven Falk

long, bar-
shaped white 

markings

face 
elongate

short, wedge-
shaped white 

markings

snub-
nosed face

© Malcolm Storey
/ BioImages


