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A utum n  w ill soon  be upon us, so c h e c k  y o u r d ia r ie s  to  se e  th a t  you  h a v e  th e  a n n u a l 
m e e tin g  d a te  m a rk e d  in . T h e re  a re  v a rio u s  n ew s i te m s  to  r e p o r t .

N o te  th a t  d e ta i ls  ab o u t n e x t su m m e rs  f ie ld  m e e tin g  a t  B ango r in c lu d e  th e  f in a n c ia l 
a d v a n ta g e  o f book ing  b e fo re  C h ris tm a s .

ANNU AL MEETING -  SA TUR DA Y 8 NOVEMBER 1986

T he a r ra n g e m e n ts  fo llow  th e  t ra d i t io n a l  f o rm a t  a t  th e  B r itish  M useum  {N atu ra l H is to ry ) , 
S ou th  K e n s in g to n , L ondon.

M O R N IN G  SESSION (m ain  le c tu r e  h a ll): C h a irm a n  D r G rah am  R o th e ra y

T he  b re e d in g  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  S im ulium  f lie s  in  s o u th e rn  E n g land ; th e ir  
re la tio n s h ip  to  p h y s ic a l g e o g ra p h y . D r R o g e r  C ro ssk ey .

W atch in g  s c u t t le  f lie s  in  S e law a si -  so m e  r e s u l ts  fro m  P r o je c t  W allace  
(re p o rt from  th e  R o y a l E n to m o lo g ic a l S o c ie ty ’s e x p e d itio n ) . 
D r H e n ry  D isney .

E m pids and  dolis in  c e n tr a l  B r i ta in . R o y  C ro ss le y .

H o v e rflie s  in  th e  S h e ff ie ld  a r e a  and  N o r th  D e rb y sh ire . D e re k  W h ite ley . 

R e c o rd in g  X ylophagus a t e r . K e ith  A le x a n d e r and  D av id  C le m e n ts .

D ow n to  th e  b e a c h . A lan  S tu b b s.

A FTER N O O N  SESSION (d e m o n s tra tio n  ro o m , P a la e o n to lo g y  D e p a r tm e n t)

2.00 -  2 .30 In fo rm a l and  s e t t in g  up e x h ib its .

In fo rm a l, v iew ing  e x h ib its , h e lp  w ith  p ro b lem  sp e c im e n s .

D iscu ss io n  sess io n , o r  in fo rm a l.

a . R e c o rd in g  sc h em e s  (e sp e c ia lly  H o v e rf lie s  and  L a rg e r  B ra c h y c e ra ) ;

b . E m p id id ae  and D o lich o p o d id ae ;

c . T he  I n v e r te b ra te  S ite  R e g is te r :  n a tio n a l  rev ie w  o f D ip te ra . 

D iscu ssio n  session  on m o sq u ito es  (B ritish  M osqu ito  G roup), o r in form ed. 

C lo se  o f se ss io n  and  re m o v a l o f  e x h ib its .

11.00 -  11.25

11.25 -  11.50

11.50 -  12.15

12.15 -  12.40

12.40 -  12.50

12.50 -  1.00

2.30 -  3.15

3.15 -  4 .15

4 .30  -  5.30

5.30 -  5.45

T he n u m b ers  a t te n d in g  h a v e  b een  g row ing  s te a d i ly , w ith  an  e s t im a te d  120 in  th e  le c tu re  
h a ll  la s t  y e a r .  P le a s e  keep  up your su p p o rt fo r th is  e v e n t s in c e  i t  c r e a te s  su ch  an 
u n e q u a lled  c h a n c e  to  m e e t e a c h  o th e r  and  k e e p  a b re a s t  o f w h a t is go ing  on. O ur a d d ress  
l is t  has b e e n  g a in in g  m any  new  n am es o v e r th e  la s t  y e a r , so to  th em  m ay  w e sa y  th a t  a ll 
a re  w e lco m e  and  th a t  th is  e v e n t is v e ry  m uch  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  m ak ing  th e  n e w c o m e r  to  th e  
s tu d y  o f D ip te ra  fe e l  a t  hom e.



T h e  u su a l r e q u e s t  -  i t  w ou ld  b e  n ic e  fo r  e v e ry o n e  to  s e e  a  good  ra n g e  o f  e x h ib its , so  if you  
a re  a b le  to  d isp la y  th e  s e a s o n ’s good ies o r  a n y  o th e r  ty p e  o f d isp lay , th e n  th is  w ill b e  m o st 
h e lp fu l .

T h e  d a y  t r i e s  to  p ro v id e  a  ra n g e  o f  in te r e s t in g  an d  in fo rm a t iv e  su b je c t  m a t te r .  I f  th e r e  
a r e  r e q u e s ts ,  su c h  as fo r  ’how  to  do i t '  d e m o n s tra t io n s , th e n  p le a s e  w r i te  in  w ith  p le n ty  of 
a d v a n c e  n o t ic e  an d  w e w ill t r y  to  c a te r  fo r  th e s e  n e e d s .

D IPTER ISTS SU PPER  -  8 NOVEMBER 1986

Im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w in g  th e  A nnual M e e tin g , a  s e p a r a te  e v e n t th e  D ip te r i s t 's  su p p e r w ill 
fo llo w . U n lik e  th e  d a y 's  e v e n ts ,  th e  ev e n in g  s ta r t in g  a t  5.45 pm  is  a  t i c k e ts  on ly  a f f a i r  
an d  y o u  a re  a d v ise d  to  b o o k  w ell in  a d v a n c e  to  b e  su re  o f a  p la c e  a t  th is  g a s tro n o m ic  
d e lig h t  - a  h e lp  y o u rs e lf  b u f f e t  w ith  d r in k s  in c lu s iv e . D o n 't b e  shy  o f  jo in in g  in .

B ook ings ( a c c e p te d  on  a  f i r s t  c o m e , f i r s t  s e rv e d  b a s is  fo r  th e  80 p la c e s ) ,  en c lo s in g  a 
c h e q u e  fo r  th e  t i c k e t  p r ic e  o f  £6.50  shou ld  b e  a d d re s s e d  to  A d rian  P o n t ,  D e p a r tm e n t  of 
N a tu ra l  H is to ry , B r i tis h  M useum  (N a tu ra l  H is to ry ) , C ro m w e ll R o a d , S o u th  K e n sin g to n , 
L o n d o n , SW7.

AU TU M N FIELD MEETINGS -  SEPTEM BER/OCTOBER 1986 

T hom ham  M agna, S u ffo lk  -  6 /7  Sep tem b er

T h e  T h o m h a m  e s t a t e ,  ow n ed  by  L o rd  H e n n ik e r , c o m p rise s  a  v a r ie ty  o f h a b i t a t  ty p e s , 
d o m in a te d  by s e v e ra l  a re a s  o f  a n c ie n t  w o od land . T he  p a rk la n d  c o n ta in s  a  n u m b er o f  old  
o a k s , and  th e r e  a re  a lso  so m e good  ponds. T he  s i te  is  s i tu a te d  9 m ile s  NEN of 
S to w m a rk e t ,  6 2 /1 0 7 1 ,

C a s u a l c o lle c t in g  h a s  tu rn e d  up, am o n g  o th e r s , M e g a m e rin a  do lium  (tw ice ), O ti te s  
g u t t a t a ,  P h a o n ia  c a n e s c e n s  an d  th e r e  is  an  o ld  re c o rd  o f  a  m a le  C a l l ic e r a  sp in o la e  from  
th is  a r e a .  T o ad s  h e a v ily  in f e s te d  w ith  L u c ilia  sy lv a ru m  w e re  c o m m o n p la c e  la s t  y e a r .

L a b o ra to ry  f a c i l i t i e s  a re  a v a ila b le  f r e e  o f  c h a rg e  a t  th e  F ie ld  C e n tre  in  th e  g rounds and  
a c c o m m o d a tio n  a t  lo c a l  B 8c B sh o u ld  be s t r a ig h tfo rw a rd . T he  e x te n s iv e  v a lle y  fens  o f 
R e d g ra v e , L opham  and  M a rk e t  W eston  a re  w ith in  e a sy  re a c h .

F u r th e r  d e ta i ls  and  g u e s t  h o u se  l is t  fro m  P h il W ith e rs , 27 B e e c h  W ay, D ic k le b u rg h , D iss, 
N o rfo lk ,

M endips -  15-19 O ctob er  1986

E a c h  a u tu m n  w e a r ra n g e  a  long  w eek e n d  to  s tu d y  th e  fa u n a  o c c u rr in g  a t  th a t  t im e  of 
y e a r ,  c ra n e f l ie s  and  fun g u s g n a ts  in  p a r t ic u la r .  H av ing  s e e n  th e  M endips in  m id  su m m e r in 
1985, and  h av in g  r e c o n n a is a n c e  o f good  h a b i t a t ,  w e a re  r e tu rn in g  fo r  an  a u tu m n  fo ra y , 
b a s in g  o u rse lv e s  a t  a  g u e s t  h o u se . T he  p e rio d  is W ednesday  to  S unday , b u t you  a re  
w e lc o m e  to  jo in  in  j u s t  fo r  th e  w eek e n d  if  th a t  is a ll  you  can  m a n a g e . A nyone w an tin g  
d e ta i ls ,  p le a se  c o n ta c t  A lan  S tu b b s a t  N C C , P e te rb o ro u g h .

FORTHCOM ING MEETINGS IN 1987

B angor, N orth  W ales -  4 -1 2  J u ly  1987

O ur m a in  su m m e r f ie ld  m e e tin g  w ill be  b a se d  a t  B ango r, u sing  a c c o m m o d a tio n  a t  th e  
U n iv e rs i ty  C o lle g e  o f  N o r th  W ales.



T h is  s t r a te g ic  lo c a tio n  g iv es  r e a d y  a c c e s s  to  a  g r e a t  v a r ie ty  o f  h a b i t a t .  A n g le sey  has 
e x c e l le n t  fens and  m a rsh e s , m a jo r  san d  dunes and  s a l t  m arsh , c o a s ta l  c l i f f s  and  m a r i t im e  
g ra ss la n d s . To th e  s o u th -w e s t  th e  L ley n  P e n in su la r  has m a jo r  w e tla n d s , in c lu d in g  bog  and  
fe n . To th e  n o r th -w e s t  th e  c o a s ta l  b e lt  in c lu d e s  w ood lands, so m e  d u n es , th e  C onw ay  
e s tu a ry  and  th e  fa m e d  G re a t  O rm es  H e a d  w ith  i t s  l im e s to n e  g rss la n d s . In lan d  is 
S now donia  N a tio n a l P a rk , i t s  g la c ia te d  m o u n ta in s  g iv ing  fine  u p lan d  s c e n e ry  and  h a b i t a t ,  
w ith  som e n ic e  w ooded v a lle y s  on th e  f la n k s . T h e re  a re  N a tio n a l N a tu re  R e s e rv e s , t r u s t  
r e s e rv e s  and  m an y  o th e r  h igh  g ra d e  s i te s  to  v is i t .  I t  is  th e  h o m e t e r r i t o r y  o f Jo a n  M organ  
who w ill b e  w ith  us as lo c a l  g u id e .

We u su a lly  h a v e  15 to  20 d ip te r is ts .  T he b ook ing  is  fo r  30 a n tic ip a t in g  th a t  th is  sh o u ld  be 
a  p o p u la r  lo c a tio n . F o r  th o se  who h a v e  n o t  b e e n  on su ch  a  m e e tin g , i t  is  an  e x c e l le n t  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  se e  in te r e s t in g  p la c e s , and  f lie s  o f c o u rse , and  to  ga in  fro m  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  b e in g  w ith  o th e r  d ip te r is ts .  T hose  w ith  e x p e r ie n c e  a re  in  th e i r  e le m e n t , and  p ic k in g  up 
f ie ld  c r a f t  from  e a c h  o th e r ,  b u t  i t  c a n n o t b e  e m p h a s ise d  to o  s tro n g ly  th a t  we w e lc o m e  
th o se  who m ay  be  fin d in g  th e i r  f e e t  in  D ip te r a .  T h is is  th e  f in e s t w ay  p o ss ib le  o f  le a rn in g  
th e  ro p e s , from  se e in g  how o th e r  p e o p le  f in d  th in g s  in  th e  f ie ld , to  h e lp in g  you  re c o g n is e  
w h a t you  h av e  c a u g h t, to  n a m e d  sp e c im e n s  on o f f e r  in  th e  lab . E a c h  d a y  we go o u t in  
sm a ll g ro u p s and  th e  ev en in g s  b e c o m e  a  g a th e r in g  o f c o lle c t iv e  e x p e r ie n c e . N o t on ly  do es  
an  a r e a  b e c o m e  b e t t e r  r e c o rd e d , b u t  th e r e  is  a  good c h a n c e  th a t  you  w ill h a v e  b e c o m e  
m o re  p ro f ic ie n t  in r e tu rn in g  to  r e c o rd  y o u r  h o m e a re a .  A nd a d d re ss in g  o u se lv e s  to  
d ip te r is ts  a b ro ad , we sh o u ld  be  d e lig h te d  if  so m e  o f you  can  sh a re  th e  w e e k  w ith  us.

T he  book ing  has to  be  c o n firm e d  by  l a te  D e c e m b e r  if  we a re  to  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  p r ic e s  
b e fo re  th e y  go up in  J a n u a ry . T he  d a ily  r a t e  is  £10 .50  pltis V .A .T . { c u rre n tly  15%) w hich  
e q u a ls  £84 plus V .A .T . fo r  th e  fu ll  8 n ig h ts , a sse m b lin g  on th e  e v en in g  o f S a tu rd a y  4 Ju ly  
and  d isp e rs in g  on Sunday  12 Ju ly . T he p r ic e  in c lu d e s  b re a k fa s t  and  e v en in g  m e a l. 
A c c o m m o d a tio n  is  in  s in g le  ro o m s in  a  s tu d e n t  h a ll; lab . f a c i l i t ie s  a re  b e in g  a rra n g e d . 
B ookings shou ld  be m ad e  v ia  A lan  S tubbs (ad d ress  a t  end  o f  B u lle tin ) , w ith  a  d e p o s it  o f  £5 
(cheques p a y a b le  to  U n iv e rs i ty  C o lle g e  o f N o r th  W ales). A nyone b o o k in g  l a t e r  th a n  
18 D e c e m b e r  w ill h av e  to  ta k e  p o t lu ck  as re g a rd s  f in a n c ia l  im p lic a tio n s  (the  C o lleg e  
c a n n o t sa y  a t  p re s e n t)  b u t n e x t  B u lle tin  (? Ja n u a ry )  w ill g ive  a d v ic e  s in c e  so m e o f you  m ay  
n o t be  ab le  to  c o m m it y o u rse lf  b e fo re  e a r ly  n e x t  y e a r .

O th e r  m e e tin g s  in  1987

As in d ic a te d  in  th e  e a r l ie r  r e p o r t ,  th e r e  w ill b e  a n o th e r  S c o ttis h  D ip te r is ts  m e e tin g .

M ay we hope fo r som e v o lu n te e rs  fo r ru n n in g  lo c a l m e e tin g s  n e x t  se a so n . T h is p le a  
b ro u g h t l i t t l e  re sp o n se  la s t  y e a r ,  b u t i t  w ould  be n ic e  to  se e  p e o p le  g e t  to g e th e r  in  th e  
f ie ld  in  th e ir  h o m e d is t r ic t  a t  le a s t  o n c e  in  th e  y e a r . Y ou 've a ll g o t a d d re ss  l is ts  so th e re 's  
no e x c u se  fo r n o t c o n ta c t in g  p e o p le  w ith  com m on  in te r e s ts  ev en  a p a r t  from  e v e n ts  
a rra n g e d  v ia  th e  B u lle tin .

A nyone w ith  a  m e e tin g  to  an n o u n ce , ev e n  if  j u s t  y o u r n a m e  say ing  th a t  you  w ill a r ra n g e  a 
m e e tin g  if  th e re  is a  re sp o n se , shou ld  le t  A lan  S tu b b s know  by  11 J a n u a ry  if  an  
a n n o u n c em e n t is to  go in  th e  n e x t B u lle tin .

T h e re  w ill, of c o u rse , be  an  an n u a l m e e tin g  in th e  a u tu m n  w h ich  w ill be th e  seco n d  
S a tu rd a y  in  N o v em b er if  p ossib le .



NEW S FR O M  L A ST  SU M M ER'S FIELD  M EETINGS 

W yre F o r e s t  23-26  M ay 1986

A P a r ty  o f  3 a t te n d e d  th is  m e e tin g  w h ich  w as b le s s e d  w ith  a  n u m b er o f  'good ' f in d s . 
H ig h lig h t o f  th e  w e e k e n d  w as u n d o u b te d ly  th e  d isc o v e ry  o f C h a lc o s y r p h ^
K n ap p  a n d  P a p e rm il l  N .R . A lf r ic k , a  W orcs T ru s t  r e s e r v e .  As d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  h o v e rf ly  
b o o k  th is  f ly  w as ta k e n  from  a  lo g  in  a  s t r e a m . By c o in c id e n c e  8 d ay s  l a t e r  2 m o re  
C . e u n o tu s  m a le s  w e re  ta k e n  fro m  a  s im ila r  s i tu a t io n  in  a  w ood land  n e a r  S t o ^ p o r t ,  W orcs. 
(by T o n y  S im pson  o f L e ig h ). I w ill b e  a t te m p t in g  a  c o m p re h e n s iv e  su rv e y  o f  W est W orcs. 
w L d la n d s  w ith  s t r e a m s  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  th e m , in  th e  h o p e  o f f u r th e r  f in d s  o f  C . e u n o tm . 
L a t e r  on  in  th e  y e a r  on  J u ly  26 a  f e m a le  X y lo ta  x a n th o c n e m a  w as ta k e n  from  th e  sa m e  
A lf r ic k  s i t e  as C . e u n o tu s , p lu s  a  f u r th e r  m y s te ry  s p e c ie s  o f a b s o lu te ly  in d e te rm in a b le  
s ta tu s  as  f a r  as Tm c o n c e rn e d . 'B a c c h in i ' is  as  n e a r  as  one  can  g e t .  T h e  s p e c m e n  as 
b e e n  s e n t  to  M a rtin  S p e ig h t fo r  id e n t i f ic a t io n .  O th e r  fU es o f n o te  w e re : C h e ilo ? ia  
n e b u lo sa , O r th o n e v ra  b re v ic o rn is .  S p h eg in a  v e re c u n d a , N e o a s c ia  m e tic u lp s a , C h ry so to — ^  
a rc u a tu m  -  th is  is  a b o u t i t s  m o s t s o u th e r ly  lo c a t io n , ^ 1  from_ W yre F o r e s t ;  and  N e ^ ^ ^  
o b liq u a  fro m  A lf r ic k . A lso  B om bylius d isc o lo r  -  W yre, E m p is  p la n e t ic a  -  W yre , s t i l l  p le n ty  
m o re  to  id e n t if y  fro m  a ll  3 a tte n d in g  th e  m e e tin g , so th e r e  m ay  b e  m o re  to  ^om^e.

S c o t t i s h  F ie ld  M e e tin g s  7 -9  and  27-29  Ju n e  in  P e r th s h i re

T h e  e a r l ie r  m e e tin g  w as a  g a th e r in g  o f S c o tt is h  D ip te r is ts .  T h e  se co n d  w ^  t h e ^ u ^  
S c o t t i s h  E n to m o lo g is ts ' m e e tin g . B o th  e v e n ts  w e re  w ell a t te n d e d  and , th a n k fu lly  b le sse d  
w ith  good w e a th e r .  O n v e ry  h e lp fu l  a d v ic e  fro m  R os S m ith  (NCC) a  v a r ie ty  of SSSTs and 
N a tu re  R e s e rv e s  w e re  v is i te d .

S o m e h ig h lig h ts  w e re  a seco n d  S c o ttis h  re c o rd  fo r  th e  h o v e rf ly , X a n th o g ra m m a 
n e d is se q u u m  on  B a llin lu ig  Is lan d  w h e re  s e v e ra l  m a le s  an d  fe m a le s  w e re  H ying ab o v e  th e  
s h o r t ,  s h in i l e - s id e  v e g e ta t io n .  O th e r  n o ta b le  h o v e rf l ie s  w e re  S p h a e r o p h p ^  ; n r g a ^  
B ra c h v p a lp o id e s  le n ta ,  X y lo ta  t a r d a  and  P la ty c h e iru s  m e la n o p s is . L a rg e  n u m b ers  o f 
S c a e v a  p-v^astri la rv a e  w e re  se e n  a t  v a rio u s  aph id  c o lo n ie s  d u rin g  th e  se co n d  m eeU ng  
p o ss ib ly  co m in g  fro m  a  f ir s t  w av e  o f m ig ra to ry  a d u lts  fro m  th e  c o n tin e n t.  T he 
m a g n if ic e n t- lo o k in g  d e e r  b o t f ly , C e p h e n o m y a  a u rib a rb is  w as s e e n  m  som e n u m b ers  
r e s t in g  on ex p o sed  s to n e s  in  a  s t r e a m . R a r i t ie s  in c lu d e d  th e  sc a th o p h a g id  N an n a  
b re v if ro n s , th e  em p id  O c y d ro m ia  m e la n o p le u ra , th e  doli R h aph ium  g rav ip^  and  th e  
tip u lid s  M oloph ilus v a riisp in u s , M . c z iz e k i,  M. p u sillu s  an d  M. c u rv a tu s .

F u r th e r  g a th e r in g s  o f th e  c la n s  ta k e s  p la c e  n e x t  y e a r ,  d e ta i ls  to  b e  a n n o u n ced  b u t in te r e s t  
c a n  b e  r e g is te r e d  w ith  G rah am  R o th e ra y , R o y a l M useum  o f S c o tla n d , C h a m b e rs  S t r e e t ,
E d in b u rg h , E H l I J F .

C a r m a r th e n , 5-13  J u ly  1986

E ig h te e n  a t te n d e d  th e  w eek  lo n g  m e e tin g , b a se d  a t  a  t e a c h e r s  t ra in in g  c o lle g e . We h ^  a 
la rg e  la b o ra to ry ,  s in g le  room  a c c o m m o d a tio n , and  fo r  th e  m o s t p a r t  good  c a te r in g . T  e 
w e a th e r  w as k ind .

W hat m o re  co u ld  w e w a n t, y e s  f lie s  -  th e y  w e re  p r e t t y  good to o . As ru e fu l ly  c o m m e n te d  
a t  th e  t im e , i f  no one  h a s  t im e  in  th e  e v e n in g  to  go ro u n d  se e in g  w h a t th e  o th e r  fo lk  h av e  
fo u n d , i t  m u s t b e  good . U n d o u b te d ly  th e  h ig h lig h t w as th e  D o lich o p o d id ae  -  in  12
y e a rs  o f ru n n in g  th e s e  m e e tin g s  w e h a v e  n e v e r  done so w ell in  in te r e s t in g  s p e c ie s . T he  
se c o n d  im p re ss io n  is o f  h o rse f lie s , i t  b e in g  su ch  p le a s u re  to  b e  in  T a b an u s  su d e tic u s_ 
c o u n try , w ith  a  fa ir  ra n g e  o f  o th e r  s p e c ie s  in c lu d in g  T . a u tu m n a lis  and  A ty lo tu s  fu lvus.
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H o v e rflie s  in c lu d e d  A n a s im y ia  lu n u la ta , a ll  th r e e  S p h eg in a , T ro p id ia , X y lo ta  f lo ru m , 
P la ty c h e iru s  im m a rg in a tu s , M icrodon  m u ta b il is , and  o v e ra ll  a  f a i r  ra n g e  o f s p e c ie s . We 
ju s t  ab o u t m an a g e d  th e  ta i l  end  o f th e  f lig h t s e a so n  o f ro b b e r  f ly  P a m p o n e ru s  g e rm a n ic u s , 
and  a re  th e  w ise r  a b o u t th e  e c o lo g y  o f th e  th e re v id  D ia lin e u ra  a n ilis  w h ich  s e e m s  to  
re q u ire  b a re  san d  am ong  o p e n  s t r u c tu r e d  v e g e ta t io n .  R e m a rk a b ly  a c ro c e r id s  w e re  found  
a t  s e v e ra l  lo c a l i t ie s  -  th is  fa m ily  n o rm a lly  e lu d in g  us a l to g e th e r .  S om e lo c a l i t ie s  w e re  
good fo r  sn a il-k ill in g  f lie s , in c lu d in g  u se fu l r e c o rd s  o f  C o lo b a e a  and  P te r o m ic r a  s p e c ie s . 
A m ong th e  c ra n e f l ie s ,  E r io p te ra  n e ilse n i w as th e  r a r e s t  s p e c ie s  b u t a  good  n u m b e r  o f 
o th e r  new  v ic e -c o u n ty  r e c o rd s  w ere. m ad e . T h e  o t i t id  Tetar>ops m yop inus w as in  good  
n u m b ers  on th e  fo re  dunes a t  one  s i t e .  T h e re  w e re  m an y  m o re  in te r e s t in g  s p e c ie s  b e s id e s ,
o v e r a  ra n g e  o f fa m ilie s . O h, y e s ............  th e r e  is  a t  l e a s t  one s p e c ie s  new  to  B r i ta in
r e p o r te d  so  f a r ,  a  fungus g n a t new  to  s c ie n c e  w ho 's n e a re s t  r e la t iv e s  a r e  in  A f r ic a  -  w ell 
we a lw ay s  knew  th a t  W ales w as an  e x c it in g  e x o tic  p la c e  w ith  a  m a rv e llo u s  c l im a te .

B e cau se  c o a s ta l  h a b i t a ts  w e re  so p ro d u c tiv e  in  in te r e s t in g  s p e c ie s  m u ch  o f o u r t im e  w as 
sp e n t h e re ,  b o th  in  th e  fo rm e r  c o u n ty  of C a r m a r th e n  and  in  P e m b ro k e s h ire . T h e  dunes 
and  s la c k s  w ere  e x c e l le n t ,  and  MoD e v e n  c h a n g e d  th e i r  o p e ra t io n a l  p la n  in  o rd e r  th a t  w e 
cou ld  r e c o rd  on  one  o f th e i r  s i te s .  S ee p a g es  co m in g  o u t o f th e  dunes a t  and  j u s t  ab o v e  
h igh  t id e  m ark  p ro v e d  to  b e  o f e x c e p tio n a l v a lu e , e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  D o lich o p o d id a e , as  w ell as 
w e t ro c k  fa c e s . In lan d  th e r e  w e re  v a rio u s  ty p e s  o f w e tla n d , so m e  o f  w h ich  w e re  v e ry  
p ro d u c tiv e . Som ehow , we d id  n o t sp en d  as m u ch  t im e  in  w ood land  a s  u su a l -  b u t  th a t  
le a v e s  p le n ty  o f  n ic e  p la c e s  s t i l l  to  e x p lo re  in  th is  m e m o ra b le  p a r t  o f  W ales.

NEWS FROM THE SCHEMES

C ran efly  R ecord ing S ch em e

O n th e  w ay b a c k  from  th e  C a rm a r th e n  m e e tin g  a  v is i t  w as m ade  to  H augh  W ood in  
H e re fo rd s h ire , and  a t  long  la s t  G o nom yia  a lb o s c u te l la ta  h a s  b e e n  lo c a te d  (in en o rm o u s  
n u m b ers  a t  one sp o t) . I t  w as found  h e re  by  W ood a t  th e  tu rn  o f th e  c e n tu ry  b u t h ad  b e e n  
s e a rc h e d  fo r u n su c c e s s fu lly  on  f iv e  o c c a s io n s  in  r e c e n t  y e a rs , in c lu d in g  a  s p e c ia l  s e a rc h  on 
th e  f i r s t  c ra n e f ly  re c o rd in g  s c h e m e  f ie ld  m e e tin g  in  1974.

M osquito R ecord ing S chem e

In  Spring  1986 th e r e  w as Issu e  N u m b er 1. of th e  B r itish  M osqu ito  G roup  N e w s le t te r ,  w ith  
th e  in te n tio n  o f th e r e  b e in g  tw o  issu es  a  y e a r . C le a r ly  th e r e  is a  lo t  o f a c t iv i ty  go ing  on.

A new  k ey  (re p o r te d  below  u n d e r fo rth c o m in g  p u b lic a tio n s)  shou ld  g e t  th e  re c o rd in g  
sc h em e  o n to  a firm  bas is , en a b lin g  m any  m ore  p e o p le  to  s t a r t  re c o rd in g .

Large B rach ycera  R ecord in g  S chem e

T he d a ta  w hich  w as c a lle d  in  la s t  w in te r  has b e e n  c o m p u te r  p ro c e s s e d  and  we sh o u ld  be 
se e in g  sa m p le s  o f th e  p r in t -o u t  a t  th e  a u tu m n  m e e tin g . T he  n e x t  s te p  is m ap  p ro d u c tio n , 
and  an a t la s ,  b u t BRC do es n o t w ish to  g ive  a d a te  a t  p re s e n t .

As an  e x a m p le  o f  w h a t c a n  be  done , K e ith  A le x a n d e r  and  D av e  C le m e n ts , a re  hop in g  to  
pub lish  th e ir  s tu d y  on X ylophagus a te r .  T h ey  h a v e  re v o lu tio n ise d  th e  re c o rd in g  o f  th is  
e lu s iv e  sp e c ie s  by  look ing  fo r  la rv a e  u n d e r b a rk  o f  d e a d  t r e e s .  I ts  n o t e lu s iv e  a n y m o re , a t  
le a s t  i f  you  h av e  th e  knack!



H o v e r f ly  R e c o rd in g  S c h e m e

Tti n a r t  b e c a u s e  th e r e  w as so m u ch  L a rg e r  B ra c h y c e ra  d a ta ,  th e  h o v e rf ly  d a ta  is s t i l l  h e ld  
^  n in p lin e  fo r  o ro c e s s in g  a t  B R C . By th e  N o v em b er m e e tin g  i t  sh o u ld  be  p o ssib le

to  'c la r ify ^  th e  t im e  s c a le s .  A nyw ay , c a r ry  on re c o rd in g , th e  m ap s sh o u ld  be q u ite  a  
r e v e la t io n  w hen w e  g e t  th e m .

T h e  r e p o r t  on th e  W yre F o r e s t  m e e t in g  g ives e x c e l le n t  n ew s a b o u t s u c c e s s  in  find ing  
S a l c o s ^ p h u s  e u n o tu T a t  f u r th e r  lo c a l i t ie s  in  th e  W est M id lands. N ig e l Jo n e s  w ill no 
d o u b t b r s l a d  to  hea^ f ro m  an y o n e  who w ishes to  jo in  in  a  su rv e y  fo r f a t h e r  lo c a l i t ie s .  
T h e  W yre r e p o r t  a lso  m e n tio n s  an  in tr ig u in g  m y s te ry  o b je c t .  No d o u b t o th e r  
] i n L  t a v e  L e n  m a d e  -  p le a s e  d ro p  P h ilip  E n tw is tle  a  n o te  fo r  h .s  n e x t  H o v e rf ly
N e w s le t te r .

See the annoucements under forthcoming publications.

E m p id id a e  a n d  D o lic h o p o d id a e  S tu d y  G roup

A t th e  t im e  of w r i tin g  a n o th e r  n e w s le t te r  is  in  h a n d  w ith  th e  e d ito r s ,  A n th o n y  B a in b rid g e  
W  R o y  Cros^^^ I t  sounds as th o u g h  th e y  h a v e  so m e v e ry  in te r e s t in g  n o te s  fo r
c ir c u la t io n , in c lu d in g  u p d a te  o f B r itis h  keys -  r e m e m b e r  you  w il l  o n ly  g e t  th e  n e w s le t te r  
i f  y o u  h a v e  e n s u re d  th a t  y o u  a re  on  th e  a d d re ss  l i s t  fo r th is  s tu d y  g roup .

FO R T H C O M IN G  PU B L IC A T IO N S

A  n e w  work on British Mosquitoes is to be published by the Freshwater B i olopc^ 
Association This will include keys to larvae, pupae and adults, as well M  ecological 
information. This important n e w  reference provides a good b^is
r e c o rd in g  s c h e m e  to  in v o lv e  a  w id e r  b a n d  o f r e c o rd e r s .  I t  is h o p e d  th a t  p u b lic a tio n  w ill be 
b e fo r e  th e  end  o f  th e  n ew  y e a r  an d  e v e n  i f  i t  sho u ld  ju s t  m iss th e  a u tu m n  m e e tin g , you  
c a n  b e  su re  t h a t  th e r e  w ill b e  s to p  p re s s  new s as  to  w hen  and how  to  o b ta in  i t .

H o t o f f  th e  p re s s  in  t im e  fo r  th e  N o v e m b e r m e e tin g , w e e a g e r ly  a w a it  'H o v e rf l ie s  of th e  
S h e f f ie ld  a r e a  an d  N o r th  D e rb y s h ire ’ b y  D e re k  W h ite le y . A t £1 (plus p Sc p) i t  is bound to  
b e  a  good  buy  fro m  a ll  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  h e a rd  o f th e  re c o rd in g  in  th o se  p a r t s .

'British Hoverflies' is being re-printed and should be out this autumn. There is a 14 page
a p p e n d ix  w ith  s u p p lim e n ta ry  in fo rm a tio n  on d is tr ib u t io n  and  e c o lo g y  o f m any  sp e c ie s , as
w e^U  a s  an u pdatfon literatLe. The appendix will be available on sale ^
those w h o  already have the book. S o m e  minor changes have been m a d e  on ''y
c o u p le ts  in th e  lig h t  o f e x p e r ie n c e  an d  a  few  p ro o f  e r ro r s  c o r r e c te d  -  a  new  ‘ ®
c o r r e ^ L n s  slip to the first print is being compiled and will be issued to all hoverHy
recording scheme m e m b e r s  automatically and to others on request. T h ^ k s
th o s e  who p ro v id e d  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  th is  up d a te ,  and  p le a se  k e e p  up th e  good  ™
g e t t in g  m o L  p e o p le  in te r e s te d  in  h o v e rf l ie s  -  th e r e  is  now “ ° ‘Ber 1000 co p ie s
T h e  price, in hard back only this time, remains the same - £21 plus p &  p, ^  ^
m e m L r s  o f BENHS (and p e o p le  who s t a t e  th e y  a re  m em b e rs  o f s l ^ 'e v
recording scheme), via A n d r e w  Callow, 25 Cranes Park Avenue, Surbiton, Surrey,
K T 5  8BS.

C a m b rid g e  U n iv e rs i ty  P re s s  is s h o r t ly  to  la u n c h  (p robab ly  end  o f A u g ^ t )  a  Book on 
■ H overflies ', N o. 5 in  i t s  'H an d b o o k s fo r  N a tu ra l is t 's  S e rie s  , th e  a u th o r  D r F ra n c is  G il e  . 
I t  is m ain ly  a  b io lo g ic a l in tro d u c tio n  fo r sch o o is . I t  has l im ite d  ta x o n o m ic  t r e a tm e n ^  
r e f e r r in g  t t e  u s e r  on  to  'B r itish  H o v e rf l ie s '.  T h e re  a re  s e le c te d  c o lo u r  i l lu s tr a t io n s , r e -



using  so m e o f S te v e n  F a lk 's  w ork . T he  new  book  m a rk e te d  on a f a i r ly  la rg e  s c a le , w ill 
h o p e fu lly  he lp  sp re a d  th e  in te r e s t  in  h o v e r f l ie s  to  a  y e t  w id e r  a u d ie n c e .

T he  R oyal E n to m o lo g ic a l S o c ie ty  H andbook  to  S p h a e ro c e r id a e , w r i t t e n  by  B rian  P i tk in , 
shou ld  b e  o u t n e x t  sp rin g . T he RES H andbook  to  T e p h r it id a e , b y  D r. Ian  W h ite , is to  
fo llow , sc h e d u le d  to  a p p e a r  in  th e  f i r s t  h a lf  o f  1987. T h e se  H andbooks c o v e r  tw o  o f th e  
la rg e  gap s in  u p - to - d a te  k e y  w orks to  A c a ly p te ra te s  and  th e  e f f o r t  o f  th e  a u th o rs  w ill no 
d o u b t be  g r e a t ly  a p p re c ia te d .  On a  s lig h tly  lo n g e r  t im e r  s c a le , K en  S m ith  is  p r e p a r in g  a 
m ajo r  rev is io n  o f  keys to  d ip te ro u s  la rv a e ,  dow n to  g e n e r ic  le v e l as  f a r  as  is p o ss ib le . If 
you  h a v e  any  la rv a l  m a te r ia l  o f g e n e ra  th a t  a re  p o o rly  know n o r u n d e s c r ib e d , th e n  K en  
w ould b e  v e ry  g la d  to  h e a r  from  you . T h is RES H andbook  w ill u n d o u b te d ly  b e  a  m ajo r  
c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  fu r th e ra n c e  o f  th e  s tu d y  o f  D ip te ra , and  a  f i t t in g  f in a le  b e fo re  h is 
r e t i r e m e n t .

A t p re s e n t  K en  S m ith  is s e e in g  th ro u g h  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  a  m a jo r  book , 'A n  in tro d u c tio n  
to  fo re n s ic  e n to m o lo g y ', to  b e  p u b lish ed  l a t e r  th is  y e a r  b y  th e  BM (NH). D ip te r a  f e a tu re  
la rg e  in  th is  s u b je c t  and  w e can  a n t ic ip a te  t h a t  th is  w ork  w ill b e c o m e  an  im p o r ta n t  
r e f e r e n c e  on b io lo g ica l in fo rm a tio n  on  a  n u m b e r  o f  fa m ilie s  o f  f lie s .

NEWS FROM THE NATURE CONSERVANCY COUNCIL '

T he I n v e r te b r a te  S ite  R e g is te r  n a tio n a l  rev ie w  o f  D ip te r a  is  now a t  i t s  h a lf -w a y  s ta g e .  
S te v en  F a lk  h o p es  to  h a v e  soon p u t th e  la s t  to u c h e s  to  h is l i s t  o f n a tio n a lly  r a r e  s p e c ie s , 
and  h is  w r i te  ups o f th e  s ta tu s  o f su c h  s p e c ie s  is now  w ell a d v a n c e d . T he  n e x t 12 m o n th s  
a re  go ing  to  b e  in c re a s in g ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  id e n tify in g  to p  s i te s .  H e w ill be e x h ib itin g  on 
th is  p ro je c t  in  N o v e m b e r, an d  som e t im e  w ill b e  a l lo c a te d  d u rin g  th e  a f te rn o o n  d iscu ss io n  
p e rio d . S te v e n  th an k s  a ll  th o se  who h a v e  b e e n  sp en d in g  t im e  on se a rc h in g  o u t r e c o rd s  o f 
th e  r a r e s t  sp e c ie s  and  g iv ing  ad v ice  on  th e i r  h a b i ta t  n e e d s  aind a s so c ia tio n s .

O ver th e  la s t  y e a r  o r so a  f a i r  n u m b e r  o f  new  N a tio n a l N a tu re  R e s e rv e s  h a v e  b e e n  
d e c la re d , o f te n  d e l ib e ra te ly  w ith o u t p u b lic ity . T hus th e r e  is now  a new  e n to m o lo g ic a l 
N N R , w ith  am ong  i ts  s p e c ia l  f e a tu re s ,  10 s p e c ie s  o f a q u a tic  s ta t io m y id s  and  th e  
m a n a g e m e n t w ill be  v e ry  m uch  o r ie n ta te d  to w a rd s  m a in ta in in g  th e  e n to m o lo g ic a l 
in te r e s t .  T he n a m e  o f th e  NN R is th e  F l i t s  (how a b o u t th a t  fo r  a  fly  r e s e rv e )  b u t you  w ill 
n o t find  i t  on an y  m ap  -  i t s  in H e re fo rd s h ire . O th e r  new  N N R s (in th e  leist co u p le  o f 
years) of h igh  in te r e s t  to  th e  D ip te r is t  in c lu d e  D ou n to n  G o rg e  (H e re fo rd ) , C a s t le  E den  
D ene (D urham ), G ib ra l ta r  P o in t (Lines) and  C ry m ly n  Bog (G lam organ).

T he I n v e r te b r a te  S ite  R e g is te r ,  fo r a ll  in te r e s t s ,  now h as  ab o u t 3000 s i te s  o f  r e p o r te d  
v a lu e . W hen e v a lu a te d , th e s e  s ite s  a re  d raw n  to  th e  a t te n t io n  of N C C 's re g io n a l s ta f f ,  
and of c o u rse  m any  o f th e s e  s ite s ,  ev en  if  n o t SSSFs (or due  to  b e c o m e  so) a re  m an a g e d  
fo r c o n s e rv a tio n  p u rp o se s  b y  o th e r  o rg a n is a tio n s . I t  is in c re a s in g ly  p o ss ib le  to  in f lu e n c e  
e v e n ts . A t H augh  Wood in  H e re fo rd s h ire , fo r e x a m p le , ev en  th o u g h  i t  is n o t c u r r e n t ly  an 
SSSI, we h av e  b e e n  d iscu ss in g  w ith  th e  F o re s t ry  C o m m issio n  th e  m e a su re s  n e c e s s a ry  to  
r e ta in  im p o r ta n t  b u t te r f ly  and  m o th  p o p u la tio n s  -  and  th e y  h a v e  ta k e n  th e s e  m e a su re s  on 
board . A s is so o f te n  th e  c a se  we can  b u ild  in  th e  n e e d s  o f v a rio u s  g ro u p s o f in s e c ts ,  in 
th is  c a se  th e  m a n a g e m e n t w ill he lp  m a in ta in  th e  v e ry  w o rth w h ile  h o v e rf ly  fau n a , and  th e  
v e ry  raire c ra n e f ly  G o nom yia  a lb o s c u ta t ta  a lre a d y  m en tio n e d .

A t ab o u t th e  t im e  th is  B u lle tin  is c ir c u la te d ,  th e  'N ew  S c ie n t is t ' w ill c a r ry  an 
a d v e r t is e m e n t  fo r tw o  f u r th e r  p e rm a n e n t e n to m o lo g ic a l p o s ts  in th e  C h ie f  S c ie n t is ts  
D i r e c to ra te .  T h ese  p o s ts  w ill be  p a r t ic u la r ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f th e  
I n v e r te b r a te  S ite  R e g is te r ,  adv is ing  th e  re g io n a l s t a f f  on th e  a c tio n  n e e d e d  on th e  g round .



FO REIG N DESK

W e  would like to say that dipterist's in other countries are w e l c o m e  to join any of our 
events should they find it possible to visit Britain on the dates concerned. _ Whilst 
circulation of the Bulletin is limited for administrative reasons, w e  would like our 
invitation to be generally known.

A N D  NOW ... ____________ YORKSHIRE PPJDDE

The Carmarthen field meeting gave a marvellous opportunity for a m e r e  southerner to 
observe Yorkshire character.

Meal times at Trinity College were shared with other groups, so it was a show stopper 
w h e n  the dipterists spotted the huge horsefly Tabanus sudeticus sitting on the outer 
surface of the windows. Our ex-railway m a n  (former custodian of that famed hoverfly 
locality at Oughtibridge Signal Box) was off like a shot d o w n  the length of the refectory 
and back down the lawn. There he was face to face with the giant, neither of them daring 
to m a k e  the first move. But here was our gladiator, prepared to do battle without trident 
or shield. Slowly he produced his cloak of mail (a handkerchief) and stalked in for the 
final pounce - his audience poised on the edges of their seats, not a knife or fork to be 
heard. A n d  yes, a huge roar thundered from the crowd as our hero accomplished defeat of 
the giant and what reception on his triumphant return, and oh what modesty displayed. 
The final accolade was w h e n  the American group said, ’gee, is t h ^  a horsefly; rve never 
seen one that size!' The stature of British dipterists was rapidly inflating as it became 
clear that at last there was something that Americans were not claiming theirs as the 
largest, greatest or most dangerous thing in the world. Out of loyalty to Queen, 
Country...and yes, Yorkshire.... w e  did not let on that it was a harraelss toothless male
that Austen Brackenbury had caught.

Contrast this with one w h o  does not live a thousand miles from Otley, banker by trade. 
Imagine Pembrokeshire's tourist beaches, semi-naked bodies strewn aimlessly just like the 
picture post cards show - and then consider a motley party of six storming along the beach 
dressed in boots and full field gecir, veering towards the cliffs - straight towards innocent 
sunbathers. N o w  if people will choose to sit right next to the best dipterous habitat, they 
cannot be surprised if large white lumps of muslin on long poles c o m e  precariously close 
to flapping around their ears. Of course, true British reserve will prevent most holiday 
makers from even 'noticing’ that anything unusual is occurring, at most just happening to 
casually glance that w a y  whilst the mind is going full tilt trying to explain the 
inexplicable. N o w  rather surprisingly, even in Britain, there are just one or two people 
w h o  can overcome all inhibition and have the audacity to ask what you are doing. Most 
dipterist's might just about manage 'well, er', were collecting flies'. N o  such ̂ feeble reply 
from a Yorkshire m a n  - R o y  Crossley’s reply in impressive tone is 'we’re research 
scientists’. That has most enquirers cowering with humility - 'might as well impress them 
you know! His alternative tactic for people asking what he is doing is to say in stern 
snappy voice 'we're collecting flies' and then with devastating counter attack - 'and what 
do you do for a living'. Y o u  can detect h o w  few words are necessary to explain to 
someone w hy they cannot have a bank loan!
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A  E  Stubbs
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