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These guides are only possible thanks to the generosity of the brilliant photographers who have 
allowed their images to be used. Special mention must be given to Malcolm Storey and Steven Falk, 
whose photo collections form the backbone for most of the species guides:

Malcolm Storey’s BioImages website – Steven Falk’s photo collections on Flickr

Other photographers included in this guide are Chris Sellen, Ian Andrews, Jeremy Richardson, Martin 
Cooper, Martin Harvey, Neil Marks, Rob Wolton, and Teresa Frost.

Males are shown first, one page for each species, then females. The pages for males include 
distribution maps taken from the recording scheme’s provisional atlas (Harvey 2017).

As far as possible, these guides show features that can be seen on live insects in the field, or are likely 
to be visible in photographs. For comprehensive identification keys and species accounts see British 
soldierflies and their allies, by Alan Stubbs and Martin Drake. See also the recording scheme’s 
additional notes to accompany the Stubbs and Drake keys.

For lots more information on soldierflies and allies go to the recording scheme website, Twitter page 
or Facebook group.

For lots more information and events, and to support the study and conservation of flies, please 
consider joining Dipterists Forum.

Identifying soldierflies and allies:
snipeflies in genus Chrysopilus

The Soldierflies and Allies Recording 
Scheme is part of Dipterists Forum

The Soldierflies and Allies Recording 
Scheme is supported by the UKCEH 
Biological Records Centre

Records wanted!
Once you have identified your 

fly, please let the recording 
scheme have the details!

Add to iRecord or send to the 
recording scheme so that we 

can share the records for 
conservation and research.

https://www.bioimages.org.uk/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/collections/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/soldierflies-and-allies/atlas
http://www.benhs.org.uk/publications/british-soldierflies-and-their-allies-second-edition/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/soldierflies-and-allies/ID_notes
https://www.brc.ac.uk/soldierflies-and-allies
https://twitter.com/SoldierfliesRS
https://www.facebook.com/groups/633973796697869/
https://www.dipterists.org.uk/
https://www.dipterists.org.uk/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/soldierflies-and-allies/records


Recognising the genus: Chrysopilus

Genus Chrysopilus contains four small to medium species (4.5–9mm long). They have the typical long legs and 
broad wings of the snipefly family. Wing venation helps to separate Chrysopilus species from snipeflies in genus 
Rhagio.

There are differences in colours and markings between males (eyes meet at top of head) and females (eyes with 
a wide gap at top of head).

Two of the species (C. asiliformis and C. cristatus) are common and widespread, the latter most 
numerous in damp meadows and wetlands. C. laetus was considered a great rarity of ancient 
woodland, and has larvae developing in decaying wood, but in recent years has spread more 
widely. C. erythrophthalmus is an enigmatic species that has mostly been recorded from upland 
stony streams and valleys. 

Chrysopilus: anal 
cell closed

before wing edge

broad 
wings

long 
legs

wide gap 
between eyes 

= female

Remember: 
Chrysopilus is closed, 

Rhagio is open!
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© Neil Marks 
via iRecord

© Martin Harvey

Rhagio: anal 
cell open at 
wing edge

eyes meet 
on top of 

head = male

© Malcolm Storey 
/ BioImages

The small water-snipefly Atrichops
crassipes (family Athericidae) also 

has a closed anal cell and looks 
rather like a true snipefly, but has 

the third antennal segment 
enlarged, and a long proboscis



© Martin Harvey

Chrysopilus asiliformis (Little Snipefly) – MALE
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/ BioImages

BioImages
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Ian Andrews 
link

body greyish 
with yellow hairs 

and dusting

femora and 
tibia entirely 

yellow

small species, 
4.5–6mm long

https://www.bioimages.org.uk/html/Chrysopilus_asiliformis.htm
https://www.flickr.com/photos/52163027@N02/albums/72157640744842613
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Chrysopilus cristatus (Black Snipefly) – MALE

femora 
mostly dark

© Neil Marks 
via iRecord
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link
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Steven Falk 
link

abdomen 
often curled 
downwards

smaller than C. 
erythrophthalmus:

body length: 6.5–9mm
wing length: 6–8mm

palpi long and 
projecting in 

front of mouth

body black 
with sparse 

hairs

widespread in damp 
and wetland habitats

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/record-details?occurrence_id=10591027
https://www.bioimages.org.uk/html/r166648.htm?1
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157631054592992/with/9269159218/


Chrysopilus erythrophthalmus (Silver-banded Snipefly) – MALE

larger than C. cristatus:
body length: 10–12mm

wing length: 8–9mm

palpi shorter, and 
not projecting in 
front of mouth

associated with 
upland stony streams

© Teresa Frost 
via iRecord

iRecord 
link

© Teresa Frost 
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male on right, 
female on left

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/record-details?occurrence_id=2315987


© Chris Sellen
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Chrysopilus laetus (Tree Snipefly) – MALE

dark shading 
across centre 

of wing

iRecord 
link

© Chris Sellen
via iRecord

© Chris Sellen
via iRecord

orange body 
with black bands 

and patches

tip of antennae 
(3rd segment) 

black

https://www.brc.ac.uk/IRECORD/record-details?occurrence_id=11757399
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via iRecord

Steven Falk 
link

iRecord 
link

body greyish 
with yellow hairs 

and dusting

femora and 
tibia entirely 

yellow

© Martin Cooper

Chrysopilus asiliformis (Little Snipefly) – FEMALE

Martin 
Cooper link

small species, 
4.5–6mm long

© Martin Cooper

Martin 
Cooper link

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/albums/72157631053915732/with/7776187866/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/record-details?occurrence_id=10808706
https://www.flickr.com/photos/92899351@N08/14507701461
https://www.flickr.com/photos/92899351@N08/14509727624


© Steven Falk
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via iRecord
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Chrysopilus cristatus (Black Snipefly) – FEMALE

© Steven Falk

femora 
mostly dark

Steven Falk 
link

palpi long and 
projecting in 

front of mouth

body black with 
yellowish-grey 

dusting

© Steven Falk

widespread in damp 
and wetland habitats

smaller than C. 
erythrophthalmus:

body length: 6.5–9mm
wing length: 6–8mm

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/record-details?occurrence_id=10591027
https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/sets/72157631054592992/with/9269159218/


© Ian Andrews 
via Steven Falk

Steven Falk 
link

body black with 
silvery bands on 

abdomen

palps less 
prominent than 

in C. cristatus

Chrysopilus erythrophthalmus (Silver-banded Snipefly) – FEMALE

© Rob Wolton

© Rob Wolton

larger than C. cristatus:
body length: 10–12mm

wing length: 8–9mm

associated with 
upland stony streams

© Teresa Frost 
via iRecord

iRecord 
link

male on right, 
female on left

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/albums/72157633083578356/with/39559619155/
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/record-details?occurrence_id=2315987


© Steven Falk

© Martin Harvey

Steven Falk 
link

© Jeremy Richardson

Chrysopilus laetus (Tree Snipefly) – FEMALE

Martin 
Cooper link

© Jeremy Richardson

© Jeremy Richardson

dark shading 
across centre of 

wing (can be faint)

body mostly orange, 
with small black 

bands and patches

tip of antennae 
(3rd segment) 

black

https://www.flickr.com/photos/63075200@N07/albums/72157631053915732/with/7776187866/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/m-a-r-t-i-n/14507701461/

