
And Polleniidae… (Cerretti et al. 2019)



Maintaining 
data quality 
while not 
discouraging 
recorders

data = records = time (date) + location 
(coordinates, place name, habitat etc.) + species 
name/specimen + “optional”: collector/identifier 

quality? E.g. reliable, repeatable, detailed, fit for 
purpose… 

recorders = those who submit 
records (not necessarily those 
who collect!): specialists, 
occasional recorders, students, 
enthusiasts, general public

Whom to 
trust? 



Maintaining data quality
Why? 

- Science – cannot learn from 
unreliable information 

- Early mistakes result in more 
mistakes later

- With no evaluation/ quality 
checks/guidelines we’ll end 
up in chaos.. (Changes in 
taxonomy, characters 
evaluation etc.) 



Maintaining data quality
How? 

• Voucher specimens – museum 
donations 

• Photographs – social media; 
iRecord

• Spreadsheets 



(Not) discouraging 
recorders…

• Assertiveness  

• Always educate – remember 
the limits! 

• Social media – interaction 

• Making identification 
easier (but not less 
reliable!) translating 
some terms into general 
English, using pictures 

• Involvement – courses, 
projects

• Never compromise the quality 
– better small amount of good 
data than a lot of useless 
information



Some thoughts

• We need to think of the 
future, not just about 
present 

• We have scientific 
responsibility for 
producing/collecting high 
quality data 

• Poor quality data is waste of 
everyone’s time 

• Setting standards?

• Creating guidelines for 
recorders?



THANK YOU 



