

















9. Hind femora yellow for about apical third; abdominal tergites
weakly margined (in some speclmens margination hardly vislble,
in others quite obvious, though incomplete, on abd.tgs. 2-4);

U o F 1 nigritarsls (Zett.)
~- ——- hind femora yellow on apical eighth or less; abd.tgs. entirely
unmargined; eyes with thinly scattered short hairs ............cceeee. 10

10. Face widening steadily, from above antennae down to level of upper
mouth edge; fore and mid tarsi greyish, contrasting with more yellow
EBIAE ssspvivsvsmmmsssiisomisvmsmsrinsrs svmvssssssi s issssenss malinellus (Collin)

-- --- face parallel-sided from mid-way between antennal insertions

and facial tubercle down to level of upper mouth edge; fore
and mid tarsi all yellow, colour the same as the corresponding
EIDIAC .eviiiiiii et annulatus (Zett.)

1. Hind femora yellow except at extreme base; abdominal tergites
2-4 weakly margined (margination difficult to see in some
SPECIMENIS) ..ooiuiiiiiiie ittt nigritarals (Zett.)

-- --- hind femora black at least for most of apical half of their

length (though yellowish narrowly at apex); abd,tgs, entirely
UNINALEINET .o isusonsssnans isssmmms sssisimessinns s Ess1s Foas SRR RSN I Kas serussS 12

12. Hind femora yellow from base for up to one third of their
... annulatus (Zett.)
--- hind femora black from base almost to apex ..... malinellus (Collin)
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Kimoslna longlsetosa (Dahl) (54, 570) - Anglesey, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Denbigh,
Merioneth, Montgomery, Pembroke. Described by Pitkin (1987) as rare, but it was fairly

common in our survey.

K. plumosula (Rondani) (1, 1) - Pembroke

Leptocera breviceps (Stenhammar) (1, 2) - Anglesey

L. caenosa (Rondani) (7, 22) - Anglesey, Cardigan, Glamorgan, Pembroke

L. cryptochaeta (Duda) (56, 874) - Anglesey, Brecon, Caernarfon, Cardigan,
Carmarthen, Denbigh, Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Pembroke, Radnor.
Common, but only recorded from one site in north-east Wales, and none in the
south-east.

L. flnalls (Collin) (11, 1389) - Anglesey, Caernarfon, Carmarthen, Denbigh, Merioneth,
Monmouth, Radnor. Described as rare by Pitkin (1987), this species is widespread in
Wales. 63% of individuals were trapped in managed rich-fen sites.

L. fontlnalls (Fallén) (61, 1123) - Anglesey, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Carmarthen, Denbigh,
Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Montgomery, Pembroke, Radnor. In our study it
was found mostly in nutrient rich sites, with 50% of individuals trapped in managed

rich-fen,
L. fuscipennls (Haliday) (1, 1) - Glamorgan. 1 individual from a site near the coast.
L. llmosa (Fallén) (4, 7) - Anglesey, Cardigan, Pembroke

L. lutosa (Stenhammar) (37, 260) - Anglesey, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Carmarthen,
Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Pembroke, Radnor, Shropshire. Not recorded at all
in central and east North Wales, with the only record from this region at Wem Moss,
Shropshire. Largely confined to nutrient rich sites, with 56% of individuals trapped in

managed rich-fens.

L. nigra Olivier (30, 135) - Anglesey, Cardigan, Carmarthen, Denbigh, Glamorgan,
Merioneth, Monmouth, Pembroke. Uncommon in North Wales. 57% of individuals were
trapped on managed fen sites.

Limoslna sllvatlca (Meigen) (3, 3) - Anglesey, Caernarfon, Denbigh

Minilimoslna baculum Marshall (9, 21) - Anglesey, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Denbigh,
Merioneth. Described as new to science by Pitkin (1987) from material collected in
northern England. We found it in a cluster of poor-fen and ombrotrophic bog sites in
central West Wales, plus one site on Anglesey.

M. funglcola (Haliday) (17, 52) - Anglesey, Cardigan, Carmarthen, Denbigh, Glamorgan,
Merioneth, Pembroke, Radnor

M. gemella Rohacek (37, 122) - Anglesey, Brecon, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Carmarthen,
Denbigh, Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Pembroke, Radnor, Shropshire. Previously
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Pulllmosina dahll (Duda) (30, 158) - Anglesey, Brecon, Caernarfon, Cardigan,
Carmarthen, Denbigh, Glamorgan, Merioneth, Montgomery, Radnor. 91% Of individuals
came from nutrient poor sites; Rohacek (1983) says it is confined to peat bogs and peat
bog meadows (presumably bog refers to ombrotrophic sites). New to Britain.

P. heteroneura (Haliday) (13, 43) - Anglesey, Denbigh, Merioneth, Monmouth,
Pembroke

P. moesta (Villeneuve) (23, 453) - Anglesey, Brecon, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Carmarthen,
Denbigh, Glamorgan, Merioneth, Pembroke, Radnor. 89% of individuals were trapped in
tall fen or reedbeds. There were no records from the north-east quarter of Wales. J.V.
has collected this species from water traps on garden refuse, suggesting a preference

for nutrient rich habitats.

P. pullula (Zetterstedt) (80, 810) - Anglesey, Brecon, Caernarfon, Cardigan,
Carmarthen, Denbigh, Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Montgomery, Pembroke,
Radnor, Shropshire

Spelobla baezi (Papp) (2, 2) - Anglesey, Denbigh
S. bifrons (Stenhammar) (5, 5) - Anglesey, Brecon, Merioneth, Pembroke

S. cambrica (Richards) (5, 9) - Caernarfon, Cardigan, Merioneth. Our results support
the view of Pitkin (1987) that this is a rare species.

S. clunipes (Meigen) (103, 938) - Anglesey, Brecon, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Carmarthen,
Denbigh, Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Montgomery, Pembroke, Radnor,
Shropshire

S. lutellabris (Rondani) (64, 354) - Anglesey, Brecon, Caernarfon, Cardigan,
Carmarthen, Denbigh, Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Montgomery, Pembroke,
Radnor, Shropshire. Few records from the south and west.

S. nana (Rondani) (76, 404) - Anglesey, Brecon, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Carmarthen,
Denbigh, Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Montgomery, Pembroke, Radnor,
Shropshire

S. ochripes(Meigen) (28, 60) - Anglesey, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Carmarthen, Denbigh,
Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Pembroke, Radnor, Shropshire. Largely western in
its distribution in Wales.

S. palmata (Richards) (26, 70) - Anglesey, Caernarfon, Cardigan, Denbigh, Glamorgan,
Merioneth, Monmouth, Pembroke, Shropshire. On the survey this species was
restricted to coastal and lowland sites, but J.V. has records from many inland sites

elsewhere in Britain.

S. rufilabris (Stenhammar) (65, 255) - Anglesey, Brecon, Caernarfon, Cardigan,
Carmarthen, Denbigh, Glamorgan, Merioneth, Monmouth, Pembroke, Radnor,
Shropshire
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Syrphidae in the Northern Isles

B.R. Laurence

The record of Metasyrphus (=Eupeodes) lundbecki Soot-Ryen from Fair Isle, half way
between Shetland and Orkney (Watt & Robertson, 1990, Dipterists Digest, 6: 23} led me
to re-examine a specimen captured on a stunted sycamore tree at Bridge of Walls in
1985 (July 10) on the west mainland of Shetland and then determined as Scaeva
selenitica Mg. The specimen is, however, the latter species. By coincidence, a single
specimen of S.pyrastri L. was captured in the same locallty in July 1982 and neither
species has been seen by me since, either in Orkney or in Shetland. These specimens,
both female, support the suggestion that migratory hoverflies (as well as birds Sl.fch
as the great spotted woodpecker) arrive unexpectedly on these bare and virtually
treeless northern islands.

This appears to be a good opportunity to list the syrphids that regularly appear in
suitable habitats in the Northern Isles, from Orkney in the south (from 58°46'N} up to
Unst in Shetland (60°SO'N), the most northerly island in the British Isles. The islands
are so small that it is difficult to see if species are marked on maps in the Diptera
Recording Scheme and the islands are often transposed in position to somewhere east
of the Moray Firth. The main nectar sources on the islands are umbelliferae ( Angelica,
Anthriscus and Heracleum), dandelions (Taraxacum), buttercups (Ranunculus) and
daisies { Bellis), in this order of importance, and which flower especially along the
ungrazed roadside verges.

Species recorded in Orkney and Shetland, up to Unst:

Chrysogaster hirtella Loew, FEristalis arbustorum L., E.intricarius L., Helophilus
pendulus L., Lejogaster metallina Fab., Platycheirus manicatus Mg., P.peitatus Mg.,
Rhingia campestris Mg., Sericomyla silentis Harr.

These species have appeared in earlier lists of syrphids from the islands. Other species
have been found in Orkney since 1981 but only on the southern mainland of Shetland
(60°10'N):

Episyrphus balteatus Deg., Eristalis abusivus Collin, E.pertinax Scop., Metasyrphus
corollae Fab., Neoascia tenur Harr./ geniculata Mg., Platycheirus albimanus Fab.,
Syritta pipiens L.

The following species have been found only in the Orkney Islands, including the
smaller islands, but not in Shetland:

Cheilosia fraterna Mg., FEristalis tenax L., Leucozona lucorum L., Melanostoma
mellinum L., Neoascia podagrica Fab.

Other species have been found on single occasions and some of these might also be
migrants into the islands:

Shetland: Syphus torvus Osten-Sacken, Hillwell, South Matnland, July 1982.

Orkney: Anasimyia lineata Fab., Shapinsay, July 7, 1985; Melanostoma scalare Fab.,
Orphir, light trap (I. Lorimer), August 26, 1988; Platycheirus clypeatus Mg., Eday, May
30 and June 3, 1988; P.scutatus Mg., Eday, May 30, 1988.
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15









Winter activity in the Common Window Gnat, Sylvicola cinctus (Fabr.)
(Diptera, Anisopodidae)

E.G. Hancock

The results of operating a treacle trap throughout the winter months of November,
1984 to March 1985 are analysed for the activity of adult flies of the anisopodid
Sylvicola cinctus (Fabr.). This is shown by the numbers caught in relation to maximum
and minimum temperatures at the site. The observations were made in a suburban

garden in Bolton, Lancashire.

Method

The trap is based on the technique used by Pratt & Pratt (1980}, in turn derived from
similar earlier methods of trapping Coleoptera and Lepidoptera of economic
Importance. The use of molasses (= black treacle in English terminology) as a bait in
a diluted state, which then ferments, was used successfully to record the distribution
of several of the Nearctic species of window gnat and a means of obtaining live

Sylvicola alternatus (Say) which were used for rearing experiments.

The trap Itself is a plastic soft drinks container with a hole cut in the side containing
black treacle diluted with water (about 1:4, treacle:water) which is then suspended
from the branch of a tree or similar. Depending on the situation it would be necessary
to position it to avoid the attentions of livestock. I have also found it useful to hang it
so that the opening is facing slightly downwards which prevents the container filling
with water when it is raining, a necessary precaution in the British climate. To assist
with this it is best to select a contalner with a jug type handle near the neck which
usually produces the right angle.

The difference between this and earlier uses of the technique is that the trap was
continued during the winter months and the results were linked to air temperature.
Fermentation of the mixture was minimal and the odour alone appeared to be

sufficient to attract the flies. The mixture was changed twice during the period.

Results

The graph (Fig. 1) shows the number of adult flies found trapped in the bait over
periods of from one to seven days according to the intervals at which the trap was
inspected. Where no bar appears then no flies were found after daily examination. The
principal correlation between the activity of the flies, as shown by their appearance in
the treacle trap, is the minimum daytime temperature of 8°C. There are three periods
when flies were caught (st January, 29th January - 6th February and subsequent to
22nd February, indicated by asterisks on Figure 1.) immediately following a colder
period. This was irrespective of the minimum night temperatures which were as low as

DIPTERISTS DIGEST 8
18






Discussion

Sylvicola clnctus is the most common of the British anisopodids of the group whose
eggs are laid In rotting animal or vegetable matter, usually excluding the dung of
herbivorous mammals, a nlche which is occupied by S.punctatus (Fabr.). S.cinctus has
only recently been identified from carrion (Hancock, 1990).

S.fenestralis (Scop.) is generally quoted in older literature as the commoner of these
two species but this does not seem to be the case in the north of the British Isles.
The results to date of the Cranefly Recording Scheme, in which this family are
included, also indicate fewer recorded observations at a national level (Alan Stubbs,
pers. comm.}. As well as sharing habitats such as sap runs with S.cinctus it has long
been implicated in association with rotting animal tissue but some of these may be
based on misidentifications, especially when based on larvae only. For a brief
discussion of this problem see Hancock (1990, 1991).

The fourth specles occurring in this country is S.zetterstedti (Edwards). At present its
larvae are only recorded from the roots of Cow Parsley and Angelica. I have recently
had the opportunity to observe females laying eggs on growing stems of these
umbellifers from which the larvae invade the living tissue by penetrating the leaf
bases. This demonstrates quite a different life style from the others in this group.

It should be noted that the genus Mycetobia after a turbulent taxonomic history is
now proposed as occupying a family of Its own (see Mamaev, 1968, for example)
although this has not been adopted in British literature or checklists to date.

In summarising the known habits of the species of Sylvicola the general ecological
type can be seen within the family. Apart from the association of zetterstedti with
specific flowering plants they are r-selected species (Matthews & Kitching, 1984). They
have short generation time, are of small size and have high levels of dispersal and
fecundity. They are opportunists which quickly colonise newly available foodstuffs by
reason of their catholic taste for animal or plant material suffering from bacterial or
fungal decay. To succeed in this lifestyle, for which there is much competition, then
such insects must be ready to lay eggs as soon as food presents itself. There would
appear to be a clear advantage to a fly that can remain active in cold weather during
which time organic debris is accumulating but not being colonised as quickly as at
higher temperatures. It is probably no coincidence that the most frequent flies
accompanying the window gnats in the treacle trap were drosophilids. This sharing of
a habitat has already been observed in a study of fallen fruit in sub-tropical eastern
Australia (Atkinson, 1985).

Both males and females were trapped although mating was not observed to take place
during the period. No teneral individuals were seen and it is thought that the adults
were hibernating nearby. The speed with which they appeared in the trap when the
temperature reached 8°C would seem to preclude the possibility that they were
emerging from pupae at a breeding site, although it is possible a lower temperature
triggered the emergence of adults which then become active only on it rising to 8°C.
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was fine, and temperatures high, with almost uninterrupted sunshine, cloudy only in

the morning of the 5th.

Results and Discussion

Glen Park is a gently sloping south facing meadow about 25ha in extent. The
uppermost reaches are dry and sparsely vegetated with outcrops of rock. The meadow
then grades through areas of meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria and tussocks of
Juncus effusus to lush vegetation growing in the wetter ground towards the bottom of
the meadow. These areas are dominated by J. effusus and J. articulatus, with abundant
tormentil Potentilla erecta, buttercups (Ranunculus acris and R. flammea) and ragged
robin Lychnis flos-cuculi. A band of vegetation across the middle of the meadow
remains short and heavily grazed, dominated by daisy Bellis perennis, following
previous management experiments. The adjacent woodland was planted ca.80 years
ago and consists mainly of exotic conifers although some native scrub grows amongst

the clearings searched for hoverflies.

31 species were found, 22 of which were previously recorded in Wormell's list (41%),
leaving 9 new to the island. 28 species were recorded from Glen Park. Platycheirus sp.
and Melanostoma sp. were particularly abundant in the Jush Juncus vegetation at the
base of the meadow, flying low in the vegetation or found at the flowers of P. erecta
or Ranunculus. Records of Cheilosia albitarsis and Chrysogaster hirtella were also
confined to the more marshy areas and frequented the same flowers. The distributions
of Helophilus pendulus and, to a lesser extent, Metasyrphus corollae were markedly
different, tending to occur in more tussocky vegetation with patches of short turf
towards the top of the meadow. Other species that occurred in abundance such as
Episyrphus balteatus, Sericomyia silentis and Syrphus sp. were much more widely
distributed, although most were found feeding on Ranunculus and P. erecta. Of
records new to the island, all bar one were located in Glen Park (Table). M. corollae
was recorded in such abundance that its absence from the previous lists is somewhat
surprising.

A few species were found in both Glen Park and.the woodland (P. manjcatus, P.spA,
H. pendulus and S. silentis) whilst two (Eristalis nemorum and Volucella pellucens)
were confined to this habitat (the latter also within regenerating woodland plots at
Harris). M. mellinum was also recorded from the slopes of Fionchra at ca. 350m
altitude and S. silentis from the cliff-top of Bloodstone Hill (ca. 400m). The remaining
new record, P. melanopsis, was found on the top of Fionchra (ca. 410m) flying very
close to the ground ({10cm) and frequenting creeping P. erecta. P. melanopsis is listed
in the Red Data Book on insects (Shirt 1987) under category 3 (rare: known from <iS
10km squares) and is thus an important record. Three other species {P. podagratus,
P. scambus and E. rupium) are listed as "noteable” by Falk (1985), recorded from fewer
than 100 10km squares.
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T. (Trichosia) trochanterata (Zetterstedt)
DUBLIN: Terenure (01230), 23 May 1990, PA.
Swept in suburban garden.
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INITIATIVE FOR SCOTTISH INSECTS - Scottish-based Entomologists,
aware that the insects of Scotland are rich in significance yet
poorly understood and in uncertain need of conservation, have
recently formed the Initiative for Scottish Insects. The ISI
exists to promote the appreciation, knowledge and conservation

of the Scottish Insect Fauna. ISI consists of a number of
working parties each devoted to a particular insect order
including one for arachnids. Working parties are currently

assessing the species within the group to which they refer. We
would like to contact anyone who has or would like to record or
study Scottish Insects. For entomological visitors to Scotland
information about sites, species and collaborative projects as
well as further details of the ISI are available from Graham E
Rotheray, Royal Museum of Scotland, Chambers Street, Edinburgh,
EH1 1JF.
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SOME NOTEWORTHY RECORDS AND OBSERVATIONS OF TEPHRITID FLIES

S.J. Falk

The R.E.S. handbook to tephritid flies recently published by lan White (White, 1988)
has greatly facilitated the identification of this fascinating group of most highly
attractive flies. The stockpiling of material in the years preceding the handbook's
publication, and determined efforts at recording them since, have proven particularly

rewarding. Some of the more significant finds are listed here.

Icterica westermanni (Meigen). This is one of our largest and most spectacular
picture-winged flies and is stated as having larvae that develop within the capitulae of
the ragworts Senecio erucifolius and S_jacobaea (White, 1988). In Warwickshire, where
it occurs in the south of the county, there seems to be a particular association with
S.erucifolius on rough calcareous grassland on clay overlying limestone, especially in
areas that have experienced previous disturbance (e.g. abandoned claypits).

It was therefore of some surprise that on encountering a strong though highly
localised population of the fly at Castor Hanglands National Nature Reserve,
Northants (TF1101) on the 28th July 1990, no Senecio could be found in the immediate
vicinity, though a few scattered S.erucifolius plants were found further afield. The
population seemed to be strongly associated with dense stands of Common Fleabane
Pulicaria dysenterica on heavy (frequently waterlogged) clay overlying limestone.
Numerous individuals were observed upon this plant performing their characteristic
wing-waving display. Careful sweeping of this and adjacent areas of the site on this
day and the 1ith August reaffirmed my suspicion, with numerous individuals being
obtained from P.dysenterica, whilst virtually none occurred on the nearby areas of
drier limestone grassland with scattered S.erucifolius plants.

In view of the paucity of published information for this nationally scarce species from
within the Midlands, it seems worthwhile to list those modern (post-1980) records
known to the author. Within Warwickshire, it occurs at Ufton Fields (SP3861),
Bishops Itchington (SP3958) and widely within the extensive M.O.D. site at Kineton
(SP34 and 35). In Northamptonshire, it occurs at Castor Hanglands as stated, and
within west Cambridgeshire Alan Stubbs has recorded it from Bassenhally Pits near
Whittlesea (TL2892). Eastern Cambridgeshire has been recognised as a relative
stronghold for several decades, some four localities (three with post-1980 records)
being obtained from the files of the Nature Conservancy Council for this area. Within
Huntingdonshire, it has been recorded from a site near Woodwalton Village in 1967
(Cole, 1981 & pers. comm.) and from Monks Wood National Nature Reserve in 1986
(J. Bratton - pers. comm.). The lack of very old information for Cambridgeshire (it is
not listed by J.E. Collin in the Victorian County History published in 1934 nor by A.P.G.
Michelmore in 'The Natural History of Wicken Fen' (Gardiner, 1932) - a site that now
supports a thriving colony)} suggests its status may have increased in this county. The
lack of old J.W. Saunt records for Warwickshire (where he collected tephritids
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asslduously), probably reflects the fact that he largely concentrated upon the

non-calcareous north of the county where I.westermanniis unlikely to have occurred.

Paroxyna abslathii (Fabricius). Another scarce species according to White (1988) who
notes recent records from only Kent, Norfolk, Surrey and Sussex. Personal experience
suggests it Is probably widespread but local in the Midlands. Within Warwickshire,
post-1980 records exist for Hams Hall Power Statlon (SP2092), Stockton Quarry
(SP4464), Brandon Wood (SP3876), Wyken Croft (SP3680, 3780) and Herald Way Marsh
(SP3776). In the east Midlands, further encounters Include Stanground Gullet,
Cambridgeshire (TL2297) and the path leading to Woodwalton Fen, Huntingdonshire
(TL228S). On all occasions the fly has been obtained by sweeping good stands of
Mugwort (Artemesia vulgaris), often in the company of the larger P.misella (Loew)
which attacks the same plants. The apparent 'dual personality’ of P.absinthiiis worth
noting. In the Midlands, it is typically taken on disturbed ground and beside roads or
paths (the favoured habitats of mugwort). In other regions, it seems to predominate at
coastal sites where it probably uses Sea Wormwood ( Artemesia maritima) as its main
foodplant. The lack of old information for both P.absinthii and P.misella within
Warwlckshire, tn spite of the efforts of J.W. Saunt (see Saunt, 1932), strongly suggests
these species have increased their status here. P.misella in particular is a species that
could only be overlooked In Warwlckshire with difficulty today and in passing it
should be stated that the apparently localised nature of P.mjisella in the county
described by Robbins (1990) is not supported by the data amassed by myself and my
colleague, A.C. Barlow. We regard It as one of the commmoner tephritids, at least in
the Coventry area.

Terellla longlcauda (Meigen). Numerous individuals were found upon the capituli of
Woolly Thistle (Cirsium eriophorum) on dry limestone grassland at Castor Hanglands
on 28th July 1990. White (1988) gives the distribution, but not the status of this
species. Judging by the distribution of its foodplant (which is concentrated Into a
broad diagonal band across Britain corresponding to limestone geology), and the loss
of semi-natural grassland within this area, the fly Is unlikely to be particularly
common nationally. The only Warwickshire record I am aware of is for a series bred
from C.eriophorum seedheads obtained form Halford In 1931 (Saunt, 1932). In the field,
its much larger size and rather brighter-blue appearance allows easy separation from

the common T. serratulae (Linnaeus).

Tephritis hyoscaml (Linnaeus). A southern species occurring as far north as the
Midlands according to White (1988). The capture of some specimens at Crichton Glen,
Midlothian (NT6138) on 3rd July 1985 appear to represent the first Scottish records and
a conslderable extension to its British range. The site contains unimproved grassland
and marshland with plenty of Marsh Thistle (Cirsium palustre), Spear Thistle
(Cirsium vulgare) and some problematic plants that could represent one of Its known
foodplants, Welted Thistle (Carduus acanthoides) or possibly a thistle hybrid
(G. Rotheray - pers. comm.). Within Warwickshire, T. hyoscami is widespread but
generally local.
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Scaeva selenitica (Meigen) recorded in March with discussion on the overwintering
status of Scaeva species in Britain

S.J. Falk

A fresh, rather dark female of §. selenitica was captured resting on a bramble leaf in
Brandon Wood, Warks (SP3876) on the 2ist March 1990. This seems an exceptional
record, being over two months in advance of its normal flight period of June to August
(Stubbs & Falk, 1983). The record provides strong evidence to the statement by Speight
(1985) that the species is residential in the British isles, unlike other Scaeva species.
The date of the record is considered far too early for a migrating individual, as most
strongly migratory syrphids (e.g. S. pyrastri (Linnaeus)) generally do not seem to
appear before late May or June.

The rather dark appearance of the specimen (due to unusually narrow abdominal
lunules) suggests abnormally early emergence from the pupal stage, perhaps in
response to a very warm and early spring. Furthermore, if overwintering in the adult
stage was the normality in this species, we would expect to see it on the wing
regularly in early spring, in much the same way as FEristalis tenax (Linnaeus) and
Episyrphus balteatus (Degeer) which are known to overwinter as adults.

Further evidence to support the residential status of S. selenitica can be derived from
its distribution and apparent year to year status. Records are scattered widely
throughout Britain, including many western and northern areas (e.g. Wales, Ireland,
the Orkneys) without a strong southerly bias. There is little evidence to suggest
strong year to year fluctuations in frequency and it does not seem to exhibit periods of
great abundance in the south. A rather strong association is shown with coniferous
woodland, and it was bred from a puparium found under spruce in mid-Wales (Stubbs
& Falk - loc.cit.)

This contrasts strongly with the situation found in S. pyrastri which is considered
highly migratory and unlikely to overwinter in the British Isles. It shows a
considerable southern bias, with marked variation in its frequency from year to year,
often with years of tremendous abundance. There is little apparent habitat preference
by S. pyrastri, though it can be particularly numerous in southern coastal districts
during good years. On the Continent, both Goeldlin de Tiefenau (1974) and Schneider
(1969) report it overwintering in the adult stage.

Our two scarcest species, S. albomaculata (Macquart) and S. mecogramma (Bigot) are
both highly migratory species only known in Britain from single specimens, which
were probably vagrants or imports from a continental source. The apparent contrast
between the ecological strategy of §. selenitica and other Scaeva species is an
interesting one and there is clearly plenty of scope for further investigation. Analysis
of B.R.C. data could help to elucidate more precisely the patterns of annual
immigration by S. pyrastri as well as a number of other syrphids that are known to be

at least partially migratory.
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evidence suggests that T.terricola does not fly frequently, preferring to run over the
bare sand. Without a continuous period of trapping, it is not possible to establish
whether the species is single or double brooded. However, it does appear to have an

extended flight period.

The same trap run also yielded the dolichopodid fly Chrysotis suavis which appears to
inhabit the same damp sandy localities. A total of 46 specimens of C.suavis were taken
between 23 May and 11 September at this site. Again, the majority (30 specimens) were
recorded from pitfall traps. A single specimen was also taken in a pitfall trap on
a patch of dry unvegetated sand (TR07331924).

It would appear that by pumping sandy silt back into the workings and creating an
environment not dissimilar to dune slacks, ARC have provided an artificial habitat
suitable for many dune slack species. Other species, normally found on sand dune
systems, recorded from this area, include the bombylid fly Phthiria pulicaria and the
therevid fly Thereva annulata. There are also similar trends amongst the hymenoptera
including a substantial colony of Dasypoda altercator.

The source of these species is unknown but suspicion must rest upon Camber dunes
which formerly included a sizeable dune slack system, now largely lost to the
development of a golf course. It seems very likely that a number of other sand and
shingle pits in the Dungeness/Camber area could support species such as T.terricola
and C.suavis. However, let this not be a reason for permitting further damage to a
shingle system that is one of the finest in the world. Much of the fauna is unusual and

the assemblages may be unique. It is these that must be safeguarded.

Acknowledgements:

1 would like to thank ARC Ltd for permission to sample invertebrates
on their land. I would also like to thank Alan Stubbs for identifying
the therevid and Mike Edwards for identifying Dasypoda altercator.

References:

Allen A.A. 1983 Tachydromia terricola Zett. (Dipt, Empididae) new to Britain.
Entomologists Record and Journal of Varlatlon 95: 223-224

Collin J.E. British Flles. 6: Empldidae 782pp. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge.
R.K.A. Morris, The Joint Nature Conservancy Committee, Monkstone House,

City Road, Peterborough, PE! IUA.

38















	AKEY TO W.ElIROPEAN PARASYRPHUS SPECIES (SYRPHIDAE)
	lesser dung flies (Diptera: Sphaeroceridae) in Welsh peatlands
	A note on Dioctria oelandica (Linnaeus)(Diptera:Asilidae)
	Syrphidae in the Northern Isles
	Phytosciara (Prosciara) producta. Tuomikoski (Diptera: Sciaridae) new to the British Isles
	Winter activity in the Common Window Gnat, Sylvicola cinctus (Fabr.) (Diptera, Anisopodidae)
	VARIATION IN THE NUMBER OF PECTEN SPINES AND COMB SCALES IN Aedes cantans (MEIGEN) AND Aedes punctor (KIRBY)
	Scenoplnus nlger Degeer (Scenoplnidae) In Montgoroeryshlre
	Some Hoverflles (Diptera; SyrphIdae) of Rhum Natlonal Nature Reserve. Western Scotland.
	Ten Species of Sciaridae (Diptera)New to Ireland
	INITIATIVE FOR SCOTTISH INSECTS
	Records of some uncommon Tepbritidae from Cornwall, Devon, Norfolk, Hampshire and W.Sussex
	SOME NOTEWORTHY RECORDS AND OBSERVATIONS OF TEPHRITID FLIES
	Scaeva selenitica (Meigen) recorded in March with discussion on the overwintering status of Scaeva species in Britain
	Tachydromia terricola Zett. (Diptera Empidldae) and other dune slack species at Dungeness, Kent.
	Sciapus zonatulus (Zett., 1843) in Great Britain (Dolichopodidae)



