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Large species, about Smm long, with mostly golden yellow (very rarely whitish in
Dutch specimens) pubescence on abdomen, coxae, metapleura, humeri and squamae.
All metatarsi slender. Aedeagus short and broad at base, concealed within lamellae
(late SUMMETr SPECIES) . . . v v v v it (serotina Loew)

Small species, 2.5-3.5mm long, abdominal pubescence always whitish. Genitalia
small and closed, base of short aedeagus usually invisible (chioprera-group) . . . 4

Humeri and notopleural (ntpl) depression with minute white hairs besides black
bristles. Metapleural (mtpl) bristles exclusively whitish yellow. Mesonotum and
dorsum of abdomen rather densely grey to bluish grey; (abdomen) dusted. Wings
milk-white, mt; and mty swollen, 2sc . ......... ... .. chioptera Meigen

Humeri and ntpl depression with black hairs. Mtpl bristles black or brown, sometimes
mixed with pale bristles, though often pale in N. European populations. Rather
subshining black species. mt; and mty not very stout, slightly deeper than
corresponding tiblae at tip . . .. ... e 5

Mesonotum shining black when viewed from above; 2 sc. Wings faintly milk-white,
halteres black. t with 2 dorsal bristles (near base and at middle) about 3 times as
long as tibia is deep, a long preapical bristle, and with 3 av bristles at middle about
twice as long as tibia is deep. Hypandrium bare . . ... .. .. prodromus Loew

Mesonotum finely grey dusted from all points of view, 2-4 sc. Wings almost clear,
halteres rather brownish, at least on stalks. 15 with 4-5 long dorsal bristles on basal
half besides a preapical bristle, ventrally with shorter bristles arranged in pairs.
Hypandrium with long bristly hairs (summer species) . . . . . (dasyprocta Loew)

Anal vein complete. mt; and mty cylindrical, scarcely stouter than tips of tibiae.
Subshining black species, lateral genital lamellae with a long, curved, apical seta.
Wings rather milk-white, veins (except C, Ry and Ry 4 5) fine and pale . .. ..

........................................ caudatula Loew

t; dorsally with fine short hairs not longer than tibia is deep. ty with 1 or 2 long
dorsal bristles at base and in basal third (very rarely 3), otherwise with short hairs,
preapical bristles scarcely longer. Aedeagus rather long and very thin apically, free
at base. Usually 2 sc (summer species) . . ... ............. aestiva Loew

(The very similar E. (Coprophlebia) vitripennis Meigen has, besides abbreviated vein
M|, aedeagus yellowish and very stout at base, ty with 1-4 dorsal bristles on basal
half, and a long preapical bristle.)

t; dorsally with bristly hairs much longer than tibia is deep. t; usually with 4-5 long
dorsal bristles arranged on its whole length. Aedeagus shorter, very narrowed on
apical half . . oo oiovn s v v v esn s s s aa s E s s E g s E e e 8



















































picticornis, C. scambus, C. gramineus, D. brevipennis, D. longicornis, D. plumipes, D.
ungulatus, P. nobilitatus, R. caliginosum). These species are among the most common
species in western Europe. It must be remarked that in most reedmarshes, D. ungulatus is
found in very low numbers whereas in humid woodland, this is one of the dominant
dolichopodids. A second group comprises species from humid woodland habitats: A.
leucocephala, D. pennatus, D. popularis, D. wahlbergi and H. metallicus. Their occurrence
in the reedmarshes could always be related to the presence of adjacent willow carrs. D.
nubilus and D. latilimbatus have been encountered abundantly in ail kinds of humid places
such as marshlands and woodlands. Although both species are mostly found together, the
latter seems to show a preference for canopied habitats. 7. calcaratus is mainly found on
the banks of small stagnant pools, whereas C. armatus and S. pallipes are most numerous
in marshlands bordering brackish to saline waterbodies. H. aerosus is the only species of
the subgenus Gymnopternus which seems to prefer heathland habitats (Pollet er al., in press)
and has only been collected in marshlands on sandy soils.

Only the following Dolichopodidae can be considered as true reedmarsh-inhabiting species:
A. vaillanti, A. elongata, A. vestita, H. assimilis, H. blankaartensis, L. elegans, M. albipes,
P. ducalis, R. fasciarum and T. spinigerellus. These species proved to prefer rather dense
vegetations of common reed to more open or wet reedmarshes (Pollet, in prep). B.
bicolorellum, H. chalybeus and H. plagiarus show their main distribution in reedmarshes too.
However, they can also be found in fair to large numbers in humid deciduous woodlands and
willow carrs. The ecology of the remaining species is still largely unknown: D. linearis and
H. praeceps are mainly known from reedmarshes, but they have also been found in fair
numbers in gardens and woodland habitats. In Germany, the latter species is rather common
in cereal crops (Prescher, pers. comm.). D. longirarsis and A. (flavissimus) were collected
in high numbers at one site only and thus far, their abundance could not unequivocally be
explained.

Discussion

Apart from the reasons mentioned above not to enter reedmarshes, perhaps the most
important one is the fact that it is almost impossible and certainly not very practicable to use
a sweepnet to collect flies in reedmarshes. And still this seems to be the most widespread
collecting method among dipterists. However, it is clear that because of its unstandardized
character, it should not be applied in thorough ecological studies. The most convenient way
to get a reliable idea of the composition of dolichopodid faunas in reedmarshes is achieved
by using water traps. It stitl has to be investigated at what height they preferably should be
installed. In any case, when instalied at soil surface level, large quantities of species and
specimens can be collected (Pollet, in press).

It is obvious that reedmarshes show not only remarkably rich dolichopodid communities, but
also a high number of rare species. Eight species recorded here are listed by Shirt (1987)
(D. signifer, D. agilis, P. ducalis, D. linearis, H. plagiarus, §. versutus, C. compeditus, C.
magius). Moreover, most of the true reedmarsh species are entirely restricted to these
habitat types. Some of these stenotopic species appear to be specialised in their requirements
eg H. blankaartensis occurs in reedmarshes with an open tree canopy only. D. longitarsis
appears to be confined to reedmarshes neighbouring willow carrs. The presence of some
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